“MOLD – A GROWING PROBLEM!”

Housing authorities have had to deal with asbestos abatement and lead based paint abatement in the past.  The next abatement issue you will have to deal with is on the horizon and it is beginning to spread – MOLD!

Mold is a living organism belonging to the family of fungi.  Some fungi are beneficial – like penicillin and yeast.  Others are tasty – like portabello and shitake.  Then there are the molds that can make you sick and even cause death – like stachybotrys (stach-e-bow-tris).

“Stachy” rose to notoriety in 1994 when ten infant public housing tenants in Cleveland, Ohio developed pulmonary hemosiderosis; a disease that causes its victims to cough up blood from their lungs.  Four of the victims died from the disease.

Originally the Centers for Disease Control concluded the deaths were caused by Stachy, but later reversed itself and concluded that the evidence was insufficient to link the deaths to mold.

Stachy is most often seen as a greenish-black mold that grows on non-living, organic materials such as drywall, ceiling tiles and wood which has become moist or water damaged.  The first step to abatement for this and other molds is to remove the source of moisture.  It might be necessary to treat the area with disinfectant or even to remove and replace materials that are heavily infested.

An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.  It is better to avoid mold contamination than to have to abate it.  For tips on mold avoidance and/or abatement you should access the EPA website and read “Mold Remediation in Schools and Commercial Buildings.”  (http://www.epa.gov/iaq/molds/index.html).  The site contains extensive information which can form the basis of your standard operating procedure for dealing with mold.

Another useful site that we have discovered is a newsletter entitled “Mold Matters.”  It is created by the San Francisco law firm of Gordon & Rees, LLP.  You can subscribe to the newsletter (FREE) at mpietrykowski@gordonrees.com
Since moisture is the culprit, you should be aware of such things as condensation inside the windows, high humidity when you enter a unit, musty odors, water marks (especially near faucets, drains, etc.)  Hand held humidity meters are available to monitor the relative humidity.  One member responded to a humidity problem by installing automatic de-humidifiers.  They used the “Broan Sensaire” line, although others are probably available.  (See www. Broan.com for more information.)

Managing mold and the conditions that create it will help you preserve your properties and avoid liability lawsuits that will take a lot of your time and attention.
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